MAZZINI----------------------------------------------------------------------

not been for Judas there would have been no crucifixion and therefore
no redemption. Caesarism is an application to history of just such a
heresy. No ! We cannot confuse the acts of the free responsible
creature with the objective workings of providential laws. Curses
upon Judas, and glory be to God, who allows no Judas to change
humanity's destinies ! That we raise that twin war cry is a vital con-
dition to human living, if the achievement of those destinies is not to be

too long postponed.

From an article in Macmillan's Magazine, 1865.

VII

People's War -

You ask me why I do not express opinions on the war? I feel dis-
heartened. You seem to me to be fighting like Ajax, in the dark :
only he was praying for light. You have it shining on you, yet fear at
every point and resolutely shut your eyes against it. You have been
repeatedly warned. Men who do not claim a superior insight, but who
from their position, studies, and events of a whole life, are entitled to
know something about continental matters, did tell you from the very
beginning of the contest that Austria would never fight your battles ;
that her only aim was to take possession of the Principalities ; that by
your obstinately pursuing the phantom of an alliance with her, you
were not only degrading your cause and losing the sympathies of the
good and brave throughout Europe, but cramping your schemes and
turning the policy of your own war from the only ground upon which
you could rationally hope for victory. All this has been crystallized
into facts. Still you remain on the same track, plunging deeper and
deeper into a dark region of deceptions whilst a single act of will would
lead you back to the path where honour and victory must bless your
steps. I see brave deeds sufficient to redeem a fallen nation ; noble
powers of acting and enduring, displayed by your soldiers and officers
in the Crimea; but for what purpose and with what hope? I bow
before the quiet devotedness with which your Nation accepts the
sacrifices imposed by war, and I feel proud of loving and being loved in
your Country; but such a devotedness ought not to be spent in vain ;
and as far as I can see, it is. Owing to the policy which leads the war,
you are fighting for an impossibility.
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